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1- Iranians’ contact with European societies and their familiarity with Western social, 
political and economic values and themes has resulted in re-evaluating the Iranian 
‘backward’ Self in contrast to the European ‘advanced’  and positive Other, bringing 
forth a negative Arab Other. 
 
2- Zoroastrianism became a key element in the construction of a modern Iranian identity 
championed by nineteenth-century Iranian nationalists and secularists.  
 
 
3- During Reza Shah’s reign, the relationship with Nazi Germany and the emphasis on 
the blood relationship between the two nations advanced the using of the Aryan race 
theory among Iranian nationalists and officials. 
 
4- In modern time, the history of Persia has been re-written in accordance to the ideal 
image of ancient Persia, the representation of the Islamic conquest, images of Arabs 
and the issue of Aryan and Semitic racial differences. 
 
  
5- The end of the World War II marked a starting point of the declining of the anti-Arab 
sentiments among several Iranian nationalists and intellectuals 
 
6- While some Iranian nationalists of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
remained faithful to their ideas and negative attitudes towards the Arabs and Islam 
until the end of their lives, a number of other Iranian nationalists radically changed 
their minds concerning the Arabs, their language and culture. 
 
 
7- The modern anti-Arab movement among some Iranians can be called the ‘neo-
Shu’ūbiyya’, due to similarities with the mediaeval Shu’ūbiyya dispute.  
 
8- Othering is a necessary mechanism for every society, group and state.   
 
 
9-  There are cultural, social, religious and geographical ties which can strengthen the 
relationship between Arabs and Iranians; yet the focus, from both sides, has been on 
what is weakening rather than firming these ties. 
 
10-  Iranian nationalists in interwar Berlin institutionalized the notions of the Arab Other 
in modern Iranian thought. 
 
  
